[image: image1.wmf]What is requested?  The FY 2008 budget request for the NOAA Weather and Water Goal totals $923.7M, reflecting a net increase of $46.4M over the FY 2007 President’s Budget, which is a decrease of $8.8M from the FY 2006 enacted level.  The goal integrates NOAA resources to make progress on critical activities to directly support a safer, healthier, and economically stronger America through reliable, timely, and accurate weather and water information.
What are the benefits? NOAA’s weather and water services make a tremendous contribution to the Nation’s health and economic vitality. For instance, weather warnings protect the public from extreme environmental events while forecasts are essential to weather- and climate-sensitive industries, which account for one-third of the Nation’s GDP. As an example of the benefits, during a typical hurricane season NOAA’s efforts save the Nation $3B.  Annually, drought costs the Nation $6-8B, and floods cost $5B and cause more than 80 deaths. The U.S. can reap a 12 to 1 return annually for every dollar invested in better water resource forecasting.
Why do we need it? Trends such as just-in-time production, globalization, and increased travel amplify the impact weather and water information and services have on the economy. Substantial population and business growth in coastal and arid regions increases the sensitivity to weather and water conditions, as well. This interdependence means weather and water events in one geographic area can have national economic impact.
What will we do?  NOAA will continue to provide critical services to the Nation.  This includes observing conditions, conducting applied research, making predictions, and disseminating forecasts and information. The FY 2008 funding will strengthen NOAA’s ability to sustain and enhance critical services.
· Develop regional component of IOOS, which complements Federal ocean observing assets with additional data, models, and information products tailored to regional needs ($11.5M).
· Supports near-term projects in the Ocean Research Priorities Plan, such as decision-support tools to help policy makers and mangers anticipate and prepare and respond to extreme weather events, natural disasters, and changing natural and human influences ($5.0M).
· Operate NOAA’s tsunami detection and warning capabilities and expand its scope from the Pacific to the Atlantic and Caribbean ($1.7M).
· Continue the frequency change and tech refresh of NOAA wind profilers and to operate and maintain the current profiler network ($3.5M).
· Provide O&M support for NOAA’s next generation hurricane forecast (HWRF) and storm surge prediction models ($1.0M) and hurricane intensity research ($2.0M).
· Operate and maintain the 15 new hurricane data buoys that are critical to monitoring and predicting hurricanes in the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and the Atlantic Ocean ($3.0M).
· Provide critical tech refresh funding for the NWS Telecommunications Gateway (NWSTG), thus ensuring uninterrupted delivery of meteorological data ($0.7M).
	Weather and Water FY 2008 Budget 

Request
($ in Millions)

	
	FY 06 Enacted
	FY07 Pres Budget
	Net Change
	FY08 Pres Budget

	ORF
	$823.4
	$795.4
	$45.9
	$841.3

	PAC
	$109.2
	$81.9
	$0.5
	$82.4

	OTHER
	$0.0
	$0.0
	$0.0
	$0.0

	TOTAL
	$932.6
	$877.3
	$46.4
	$923.7


· Demonstrate the potential of currently available Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) to provide climate and weather information, fisheries enforcement, and coastal zone monitoring ($3.0M).
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For more information, contact the NOAA Budget Office:  (202) 482-4600 – or – AskNOAABudget@noaa.gov 
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