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DELEGATIONS OF AUTHORITY
TO THE GENERAL COUNSEL, NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION

I. Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1970, paragraphs 2(e) (1) and (2)
(5 U.s.C. App.), -established in the  National Oceanic -and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) the position of General Counsel.
The General Counsel is appointed by the Secretary, subject to
approval of the President, and is compensated at a rate provided
for level V of the Executive Schedule Pay Rates, 5 U.S.C. 5316.
The General Counsel is to "serve as the Legal Officer for all legal
matters which may arise in connection with the conduct of the
functions of the-Administration.®

II. The Office of General Counsel is to provide legal advice to
the Under Secretary/Administrator and other officers of NOAA and to
advocate the policies and practices of the Administration. 1In
carrying out this role, the General Counsel may be required to .
provide policy advice to the Under Secretary/Administrator and
subordinate officers, particularly in cases where policy and legal
issues are mixed. In the interest of economy and efficient
delivery of legal services throughout the Department of Commerce,
the General Counsel of HNOAA, with the assent of the Under
Secretary/Administrator, has delegated to the Office of General
Counsel of the Department of Commerce authority to provide legal
advice to the Under Secretary/Administrator and other officers of
NOAA, with respect to certain enumerated legal matters that are
common to all agencies of the Department of Commerce. These common
legal matters include federal procurement law, federal personnel
law, government ethics laws and regulations, and the range of legal
matters falling under the general category of federal administra-
tive law, to the extent that such legal matters apply generally to
all agencies of the Department and do not involve those laws which
solely affect the functions of NOAA and no other agencies of the
Department of Commerce.

III. Under Department Organization Order 25-5, section 3.03, the
General Counsel provides legal services to all components of NOAA,
subject to the authority of the Department’s 0ffice of General
Counsel, as provided in Department Organization Order 10-6. In
addition to providing legal advice and counsel to the Under
Secretary/Administrator and officers of NOAA, the General Counsel
has been delegated authority to perform certain functions vested by
statute or by delegation from the Secretary or the Under
Secretary/Administrator. These functions, enumerated in sections
IV and V of this delegation of authority, involve activities having
recognizable legal attributes, such as rendering decisions,
recommending decisions on legal issues appealed to the Under
Secretary by outside parties, seeking penalties and forfeitures
provided by statute, or representing NOAA as the public trustee
seeking to recover damages to natural resources.






