Common Access Card (CAC) Eligibility and Requirements for NOAA Contractor/Associates  
CONTRACTOR VERIFICATION SYSTEM (CVS) APPLICATION PROCESS 

The Contractor Verification System (CVS) is a web based DOD application that allows sponsored NOAA contractors/associates to apply for a Common Access Card (CAC) electronically through the Internet. Application sponsorship is through government sponsors (known as Trusted Agents or "TAs"), who approve the applications to obtain the CAC, according to common FIPS 201,DOD and agency specific (DOC/NOAA) policies and procedures that were determined as part of CAC implementation in 2008.   

ELIGBILITY/REQUIREMENTS TRAINING FOR NOAA TRUSTED AGENTS   

NOAA currently has 185 Trusted Agents that are responsible for sponsoring contractor/associate applications for a CAC.  NOAA Trusted Agents are designated through their Line/Staff Offices and are provided training through online DOD and NOAA instructor led training, before they are granted access to CVS. Training includes the eligibility, requirements and procedures (as determined by DOD and NOAA) for CAC issuance to contractors and associates. All NOAA TA’s are provided the NOAA CVS Training Guide during their initial training that contains CAC eligibility and requirements for contractors.   Refresher training is provided to NOAA Trusted Agents on at least a quarterly basis. NOAA training is conducted and administered by the Facilities Operations Division within NOAA’s Office of the Chief Administrative Officer –which has program management responsibility and oversight for CAC issuance at NOAA. 

NOAA CAC ELIGIBLITY AND REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRACTORS/ASSOCIATES  

In addition to employees, the following populations are determined eligible for a CAC under NOAA and DOD guidelines: 

· NOAA Contractors  (US Citizens and Green/Non Green Card Holders)
· NOAA Associates (US Citizen and Green Card holders only)
· Includes guest researcher/scientists (GR), Sea Grant Fellows (SG), Interns (IN) and Cooperative Institute (CO) individuals.    
· NOAA Foreign Nationals
· Green card holders and sponsored/paid for by NOAA under contract or an MOU between that organization and NOAA   

The above populations are eligible for a CAC ONLY if the following applies:  

· Must have a minimum of a NACI investigation initiated and/or completed
· Must be at NOAA for a period not less than 180 days*
· Need for logical/physical access

[bookmark: _GoBack]For questions regarding this policy, please send an email to the NOAA CAC Support Team
at CACandHSPD12.help@noaa.gov.


  
   
