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National Ocean Service
The National Ocean Service (NOS) requests $468.5 million in FY 2008, reflecting a net increase of $55.3M over the FY 2007 President’s Budget, which is a decrease of $122.0M from the FY 2006 enacted level.  This budget request supports NOAA’s efforts to improve navigation products and services which will promote efficient and safe transportation in U.S. waters, and to improve the condition of our nation’s coastal ecosystems through science, management, and restoration.

FY 2008 Program Change Highlights
Mapping and Charting +$0.7M:  An increase is requested to integrate new technology into NOAA’s ocean surveying and mapping efforts.  NOAA will incorporate hydrographic sensors onto an Autonomous Underwater Vehicle (AUV) to maximize survey platform capacity and hydrographic survey data collection.
Tide and Current Data +$1.0M:  With the requested funds, NOAA will improve and enhance the delivery of real-time navigation information by upgrading 45 priority National Water Level Observation Network (NWLON) stations with meteorological sensors.
IOOS Data Management and Communications +$2.5M:  This request will build an initial operating capability for the Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS).  The request supports the initial implementation of Data Management and Communications (DMAC) by developing data standards and protocols so that core data can be integrated into an interoperable data system.
IOOS Regional Observations +$11.5M:  The requested funds will support development of the regional component of IOOS, which complements Federal ocean observing assets with additional data, models, and information products tailored to regional needs.  The requested funds will enable NOAA to award competitive grants and contracts to the 11 IOOS regions to coordinate and integrate regional observing systems and to demonstrate the capability of the regions.
Ocean Research Priorities Plan Implementation +$10.0M:  The NOS request supports two near-term projects identified in the Ocean Research Priorities Plan.  $5.0M is requested to develop decision-support tools to help policy makers and mangers anticipate and prepare for the response to extreme weather events, natural disasters, and changing natural and human influences.  Additionally, $5.0M is requested to support development of genomic tools and technologies to develop new marine biosensors in support of IOOS.
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Gulf of Mexico Regional Collaboration +$5.0M:  The requested funds will support regional coastal resource priorities through a targeted, competitive grant program to assist in addressing the six priority regional actions identified in the March 2006 Governors’ Action Plan for Healthy and Resilient Coasts.  
Ocean Health Initiative +$1.0M:  This request will enable NOAA to develop tools and technologies for science-based warning systems that decrease human health risks.  The funds will support National Centers of Excellence in Oceans and Human Health and traineeship activities to build a cadre of scientists to work at the interface of ocean, biomedical and public health disciplines.
Marine Sanctuary Program +$8.0M:  The requested funds will be used to implement the newly designated Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (NWHI) Marine National Monument.  The Monument, established by Presidential Proclamation 8031 on June 15, 2006, covers nearly 140,000 square nautical miles making it the largest area dedicated to conservation in the U.S. and the largest fully-protected marine area in the world.  This request supports NOAA’s effort to fulfill the requirements of Proclamation 8031 and meet the priority management needs.
Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program +$15.0M:  The Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program protects important land areas that have significant conservation, recreation, ecological, historical or aesthetic values, or that are threatened by conversion from their natural or recreational state.  The requested funds will enable NOAA to support land conservation projects identified through a competitive selection process.
	NOS FY 2008 Budget Request
($ in Millions)

	
	FY 06 Enacted
	FY 07  Request
	Net Change
	FY 08  Request

	ORF
	$493.2
	$394.5
	$42.3
	$436.8

	PAC
	$91.3
	$12.7
	$15.0
	$27.7

	Other
	$6.0
	$6.0
	($2.0)
	$4.0

	TOTAL
	$590.5
	$413.1
	$55.4
	$468.5
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