TEMPLATE: FY07 Rollout Q&As

Goal:
Climate







Line/Staff Office(s):
OAR
NOAA
Questions and Answers

[EXAMPLE] Climate Change Research Initiative (CCRI)
Question:
How does NOAA’s FY 2006 budget request for the Climate Change Research Initiative (CCRI) address NOAA’s commitments to the U.S. Climate Change Science Program and international climate research programs and assessments?  Please address this in the context of other base efforts in the Climate Observations & Services Program (COSP), the Climate and Global Change Program (CGC), and other climate activities at NOAA and at other agencies.

Answer:


· [Answers to the Q&A should be bulleted “sound-bite” text only.  Think of the answer as what we wand the NOAA Administrator or an Assistant Administrator to say when asked a direct question as NOAA’s Budget Hearing, or in a one-on-one with Congressional members or staff.  Think of the BACKGROUND section as the information NOAA Senior Leadership needs to study and know to understand the sound-bite answer.  All supplemental information relating to the Q should be in the BACKGROUND section.]
· By reducing present uncertainties in climate science and developing new research and data products, NOAA will best support the nation’s ability to understand and respond to climate variability and change.  

· NOAA has the lead on 9 of 21 synthesis and assessment products outlined in the Climate Change Science Program (CCSP).  These deliverables are scheduled for completion in the next 2-4 years.  

· FY 2006 CCRI funding will be used to support the delivery of these products in the following areas:  the North American carbon budget, aerosol properties and their impacts on climate, climate projections based on emission scenarios, and decision support experiments utilizing seasonal to interannual forecasts.  

· Resources in other budget lines are being redirected in order to meet NOAA’s commitments to the CCSP.  Many NOAA activities supporting CCSP synthesis products will also support the 2007 IPCC 4th Assessment Report.

Budget Summary (Dollars in Thousands):

	Line Item Name
	FY03 Enacted
	FY04 Enacted
	FY05 Enacted
	FY06 Enacted
	FY07Curr Program 
	FY07 Request
	Delta FY06/FY07

	Laboratories & Joint Institutes
	$6,269
	$6,269
	$6,269
	$6,269
	
	$6,269
	$0

	Climate and Global Change Program
	$0
	$0
	$0
	$0
	
	$0
	$0

	Climate Observations & Services
	$0
	$0
	$0
	$0
	
	$0
	$0

	Climate Partnership Programs
	$0
	$0
	$0
	$0
	
	$0
	$0

	TOTAL
	$6,269
	$6,269
	$6,269
	$6,269
	
	$6,269
	$0


Background:


PROGRAM CHANGES FOR FY 2006: (compared to the FY 2005 Enacted Level)

· Climate Laboratories and Joint Institutes (-1 FTE, $1,933,000):

This increase will support the continued operations of NOAA’s laboratories and joint institutes that conduct climate research.

· Climate and Global Change Program (-12 FTE, -$10,334,000):

· Climate and Global Change Base (-12 FTE, $10,334,000):  The reduction is a partial offset to the climate increases being proposed in FY 2005.  This offset will help to provide budgetary resources to NOAA’s high priority climate initiatives outlined in the Climate Change Science Plan, which encompasses both the U.S. Global Change Research Program (USGCRP) and the Climate Change Research Initiative (CCRI).  However, key supporting research themes will be impacted, delaying progress and investments in long-term climate research deliverables.

The following research areas will be reduced:  decision support research identifying entry points for seasonal and inter-annual climate information in decision making processes, abrupt climate change research, paleoclimate research, and education and outreach programs directed at engaging early career (i.e. post-docs, graduate students) climate scientists, involvement of developing countries in climate research, and elementary school exposure to climate science.
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