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Release Notes for Grants Online Version 4.18 
Date Deployed:  November 13, 2015 

Global 

1. Each task on the Award File Workflow History Report includes the Document ID. Each 
time the user completes the Revised Approval task, an additional Procurement Request 
is generated. The unique Document ID associated with each Procurement Request aids 
in distinguishing one Procurement Request from the next.   [JIRA – 39, PHP – 281]   

 

 
 

 
2. Prior to a system maintenance or update, users who are accessing information on the 

production server will be advised to log off Grants Online. The number of minutes 
before system shutdown is determined and controlled by the System Administrator.   
[JIRA – 55] 

 

 
 
 
3. All Grants Specialists, when processing SF-270s, ASAP SF-270s, and/or ASAP 

Drawdown Requests, receive a warning message when there are past-due Special 
Awards Conditions that have not been satisfied. Each bureau has its own manner of 
enforcing the action(s) that may be taken after the warning message is displayed.  
[PHP – 276] 
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Inbox Tab 

1. When the user searches for the Financial Closeout / GMD Closeout / SF-425 (tasks 
performed by the Grants Specialist or the Grants Officer), the Award Number 
associated with the closeout is visible on the screen.   
[JIRA – 15, Kayako – KHZ-111-72395] 

 

 
 

 

 

 RFA Tab 

1. The OMB Template for 2 CFR Part 200, section D.3:  “Unique Entity Identifier and 
System for Award Management (SAM)” requires that the “IV.  Application and Submission 
Information” section of the Full Text of Announcement include a field for SAM confirmation.   
[JIRA – 40] 
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2. The Department of Commerce no longer requires Federal Register Notices for grant 
programs. Removed the “New Program” radio buttons on the Competitive RFA Details 
page.   [JIRA – 58] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To comply with privacy requirements, some 
mandatory data entry fields on this screen are 
hidden from view. 
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Application Tab 

1. When the Vendor Validator rejects a Provisional Organization, the “Provisional" status 
remains associated with the organization.   [JIRA – 12, Kayako – LMN-509-26154] 

 
2. NEPA Change Request by the National Ocean Service Assistant Administrator 

[JIRA – 17, Kayako – PEF-685-36273] 
 
 Part 1:  The options (radio buttons) on the NEPA Determination under “Level of 

Review” should be modified as follows:  
 

From To 
Categorical Exclusion (CE) Memorandum 
completed and signed by the Responsible 
Program Manager along with related CE 
review checklist, as appropriate 

Categorical Exclusion Memo 
 

Environmental Assessment (EA) with 
signed Finding of No Significant Impact 
and concurrence by NOAA NEPA 
Coordinator 

Finding of No Significant Impact     
associated with Environmental 
Assessment (EA) or Programmatic 
Environmental Assessment 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)  
with signed Record of Decision (ROD) 

Record of Decision associated with    
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

Not Required Other - Explanation in Attachment 
 

 
 Part 2:  The message that displays on the NEPA Document under “Level of 

Review” should to be modified as follows: 
 

From To 
Indicate below the level of environmental 
review that has been conducted by the 
Responsible Program Manager for the 
proposed action in accordance with the 
applicable provisions of the NOAA 
Administrative Order 216-6 entitled, 
"Environmental Review Procedures for 
Implementing the National 
Environmental Policy Act" 

Indicate below the level of 
environmental review that has been 
conducted for the proposed action. 
 
 

 
 

3. When the PO Checklist is reassigned, any open tasks associated with the same Award 
file (e.g., the NEPA Document and the Procurement Request and Commitment of 
Funds) are also reassigned to the new FPO. 

 
EXAMPLE:  FPO 1 is the “owner” (has all three tasks in his/her Inbox), but the NEPA 
Document has been completed. Only the Procurement Request and Commitment of 
Funds will be affected by a reassignment to FPO 2. 
[JIRA – 43, Kayako – LZQ-332-68781] 
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4. EDA policy requirements necessitate an update to the options available to users for 
the NEPA Document. The basis of the requested updates is 36 CFR Part 800 
Protection of Historic Properties, Subpart B – The Section 106 Process.  
[JIRA – 51, PHP – 268, Kayako – BSN-537-88813] 

 
    No potential to cause effects (36 CFR § 800.3(a) (1)) 

         No historic properties affected (36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1)) 
         No adverse effect (36 CFR § 800.5(d)(1)) 
         Adverse effects resolved (36 CFR § 800.6) 
         Not Required - (DEFAULT / SELECTED) 

 
5. Removed the Withdraw PRCF option from the Action dropdown menu. Only one PRCF 

is allowed per Award file. Program Officers can only add a second PRCF to an Award 
File using the Revised Approved option.   [JIRA – 56] 

 
6. Added a feature to calculate the Special Award Conditions Due Dates.  The calculation 

may be based upon either a hard-coded due date –or– a certain number of calendar 
days after the Grants Officer’s signature.   [PHP – 275] 

 

 
 
 

Example:  Due date was hard-coded. 
 

 

 

 
 

Select Due Date: 
• hard-coded  
• calculated – 

days after GO 
Approval Date 
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Awards Tab 

1. The software was modified to provide clarification between the two data elements:  
 

• Closeout Date – the date the closeout process was completed. It is displayed in 
the Grants Header Information section.   

• Extension to Closeout – the due date for the Final Report(s). It is displayed on the 
Grants Information page.  
 

Additional modifications were made to clarify matters that were confusing: 
 

• Changed the Closeout Date label to Final Reports Due Date. 
• The Closeout Extension Request label remains.  
• Data associated with the label Extension Date is visible on the screen.  
• Additional issues (relative to allowing the Grants Specialist to specify an 

independently-determined number of days for an extension to closeout) will be 
addressed in future releases – reference JIRA-63. 
[JIRA – 7, Kayako – ESP-596-58279] 

 

 

NOTE:    The Requested Extension Date must be later than the date on which 
the Request for an Extension to Closeout is being made.  In the image 
above, the Final Reports Due Date + the number of days (30) is no 
longer valid or meaningful because the user attempted to submit the 
request on September 14, 2015. To be able to save the data and 
move forward, the only acceptable option for the Closeout Extension 
Request is 60 or 90 days.    
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2. Modified the Award Action Request Report for ASAP Drawdown (Non_NOAA Awards) 
to display all required data from the ASAP Drawdown Request details page. Additional 
data fields added to the report.    [JIRA – 9, Kayako – IKQ-142-15602] 

 
• Requested Drawdown Date • Total Expenditures to Date 
• Requested Amount • Total Federal Funds Previously Requested 
• Period Covered by this Request  

 
Original report: 

 

 
 
 

Modified report:  
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3. Enlarged the space on the printed version of the CD-450 to show all data entered on the 
screen for: 

 
• the Other(s) data block   
• the Statutory Authority data block 

 
   [JIRA – 45, Kayako – HZM-927-51472 & JIRA – 68, Kayako – CVY-631-98212] 
 

 
 
 

4. The CBS Vendor data linked to the Organization Profile is no longer visible to recipients. 
    [JIRA – 48] 

 
5. For all bureaus using Grants Online, the Department of Commerce Financial 

Assistance Standard Terms and Conditions is mandatory. By default, the checkbox 
associated with Terms and Conditions is automatically checked (i.e., information must 
be provided).  In addition, a link to Terms and Conditions is automatically included on 
amendments associated with the application.   [JIRA – 57] 
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6. The information on the Financial Closeout Override Details page and the Manual 
Closeout Override Details page is now accessible.   
[JIRA – 66, Kayako – SSW-144-19707] 

  

 

 
 

7. A user can now initiate an Extension to Closeout when there is a previously-withdrawn 
Extension to Closeout associated with the Grants File.   [JIRA – 70] 

 
8. Modified the actions associated with a Financial Closeout: 

[PHP – 282, Kayako – HLM-298-15449] 
• When the Grants Specialist initiates the Financial Closeout, the option to 

Replace Report is no longer available.   
• When the Grants Specialist initiates the Financial Closeout, all non-

accepted SF-425s are locked; they cannot be modified. When the 
Financial Closeout has been completed, the non-accepted SF-425s and 
their corresponding Federal Financial Reports will have one of three 
statuses shown in the chart below:  

 
Non-accepted SF-425s Federal Financial Report – Final Status 

  
• Delinquent  • Delinquent; Terminated Workflow 
• Not delinquent • Not delinquent; Terminated Workflow 
• Submitted • Submitted; Terminated Workflow 
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9. The Manage Award Users section in the Grants Online Quick Reference Guide – 
Grant Recipient has been modified. Steps 1 - 3 remain the same; steps 4 – 9 are 
new and explained below. [Known Issue] 
 

a. Step 4  
On the Recipient Search screen, locate the PI or PD for this Award. Click the 
Select button in the leftmost column.  
 

 
 
 

b. Step 5 
If the PI’s name is not returned from the search, click the Add a New 
User link to establish that person as a Grants Online user.  
 

 
 
 

c. Step 6 
On the resulting screen, specify data for all mandatory data elements 
(indicated by a red asterisk) and click the Save button.  
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d. Step 7 
On the Awards tab; select the Manage Recipient Users link. After the 
Recipient Administrator assigns the new user’s access rights (specifies 
his/her role), that person’s name is available for selection.  
 

 
 
 

e. Step 8 
When finished identifying the PI or PD, click the Award Package – Award 
Number breadcrumb to return to the Launch page.  
 

 

 
f. Step 9 

Select Manage Award Complete. Click the Submit button. 
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Account Management Tab 

1. The single security question that was displayed to the Recipient Administrator, when 
s/he added a new user to the system, was removed. This was a holdover from the 
original Grants Online design.   [JIRA – 52] 

 

 

Reports Tab 

1. If an organization has a profile with two different bureaus, the Unexpended Balances 
Report was modified to aggregate and display the data by bureau.   [JIRA – 27] 

     
2. Resolved the issue that caused the “Unknown Status” message to display when the 

Award Tracking Report was executed.   [JIRA – 69] 
  
 
 

Review Module 

1. When the user is in the Review Module and selects the Independent Individual Review   
Guidance link, the user is directed to the relevant source document.  
[JIRA – 20, Kayako – ZRA-411-58964] 

 

 
2. Addressed the issue that caused an error when the Review Event Manager specified 

optional comments on behalf of the Reviewer after the review was submitted.  
[JIRA – 49]  
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3. The issue with attachments being duplicated on the Application Review screen (under 
the Funding Announcement heading) has been resolved.  
[JIRA – 53, Kayako – OHL-401-28896]  

 

 
4. When the “Scored” and “Not Scored” review criteria are re-ordered (i.e., intermingled 

irrespective of the type), the resulting report is accurate.   
[JIRA – 54, Kayako – SNL-991-92066] 

 
5. The email notification to Reviewers has been modified to display all applications to 

which the Reviewer has been assigned.   [JIRA – 67] 
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EDA-Specific Tickets 

1. Global Task Management (i.e., reassignment) privileges are granted to the System 
Administrator for the EDA Commit 1 & EDA Commit 2 tasks.   [JIRA – 26] 

 

 
 

 
 
 


