NOAA’s Hispanic Heritage Month Symposium:

Theme:  A Celebration of Culture
Hotel: Crowne Plaza Hotel of Silver Spring 
      October 21, 2009  
AGENDA
7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.

Continental Breakfast/Registration





Master of Ceremonies: Dr. Pedro Restrepo, NWS

8:05 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 


Plenary Session:  

Opening Keynote Speaker,  Mr. Gilbert Sandate, Former Director 
Workforce Diversity for the Library of Congress                                       
9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

NOAA Workforce Statistics Presentation:





Where are Hispanics in the NOAA Workforce? 

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.

Break


10:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Film: “La Misma Luna”(Under the Same Moon), with facilitation 

12:00 p.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

Break
12:15 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Plenary Session: Introduction of Speaker:  Dr. Restrepo




Luncheon Keynote Speaker, Mr. Jose B. Gonzalez 

1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.  

Workshop #1:  Salsa Dancing Instruction





or





Workshop #2:  Leadership or Multi-Cultural Diversity
2:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Break

3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Plenary Session:  Juana Bordas, Speaker, Author – President of Mestiza Leadership International  



 
4:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Conference Wrap-Up 
Hispanic Heritage Month is the period to recognize the contributions of Hispanic Americans to the United States and to celebrate Hispanic heritage and culture. The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week under President Lyndon Johnson and was expanded by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30-day period starting on September 15th and ending on October 15. It was enacted into law on August 17, 1981 on the approval of Public Law 100-402.

"September 15 was chosen as the starting point for the celebration because it is the anniversary of independence of five Latin American countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. They all declared independence in 1821. In addition, Mexico, Chile and Belize celebrate their independence days on September 16, September 18 and September 21, respectively. " Public Law 100-402 authorizes and requests the President to issue an annual proclamation designating September 15 through October 15, as "Hispanic Heritage Month.
