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The Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR) requests a total of $368.8M in FY 2008, reflecting a net increase of $20.1M from the FY 2007 President’s Budget, which is a decrease of $10.9M from the FY 2006 enacted level.  This budget request supports the cutting-edge science delivered by NOAA’s research programs.

FY 2008 Program Change Highlights

Climate Research

Research Supercomputing: +1.0M to provide computational support for assessing abrupt climate change in a warming world (Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes).  

National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS), Improving NOAA Climate Forecasts: +$1.1M to develop and transition research advances in drought monitoring and prediction into enhanced NOAA climate forecasts and products (Competitive Research Program).

Water Vapor Process Research: +$0.9M to initiate and enhance measurements of water vapor in the lower atmosphere to clarify its role in global climate change (Competitive Research Program).

Assessing Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) Variability, Implications for Rapid Climate Change: +$5.0M to describe and model ocean circulation in the northern Atlantic Ocean and its influence on climate.  NOAA and its partners will describe its current state, develop forecasting capabilities for the AMOC, and accelerate research on an “abrupt change early warning system” (Competitive Research Program).

Polar Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS): +$0.3M to demonstrate the role of UAS in climate observations in the Arctic and the value of these observations in improving the output from climate models and forecasts (Competitive Research Program). 
NIDIS, Implementation of U.S. Drought Portal and Soil Moisture Sensors: +$3.3M to: (1) establish the U.S. Drought Portal to provide user-friendly access to historical and real-time data and products from NIDIS partners, and (2) install soil moisture sensors at U.S. Climate Reference Network stations to support drought monitoring, preparedness, and response (Climate Data and Information).
Weather and Air Quality Research

Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS): +$3.0M to demonstrate the potential of currently available UAS platforms to as a cost-effective technology to carry out its diverse missions.  With these funds, NOAA will conduct field tests to further evaluate the application of UAS to the collection of climate and weather information, Arctic ice melt, hurricane reconnaissance and research, fisheries enforcement, and coastal zone monitoring (Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes).

Hurricane Intensity Research: +$2.0M to improve NOAA’s ability to forecast hurricane intensity and provide better and more usable information for emergency managers and the public.  The activities will aid NOAA’s operational hurricane forecasters, and improve understanding of hurricane intensity and changes in storm structure (Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes).
Ocean, Coastal and Great Lakes Research

U.S. Extended Continental Shelf (ECS) Mapping: +$8.0M to explore and define the limits of the U.S. ECS and for determining its economic potential.  This amount includes a base redirection of $4.6M which was added to new funding of $3.4M.The depth, shape, geophysical, and biological characteristics of the seabed and sub-sea floor will be mapped.
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(in Millions)

	
	FY 06 Enacted
	FY 07  Request
	Net Change
	FY 08  Request

	ORF
	$370.2 
	$338.3
	$20.1
	$358.4

	PAC
	$9.4
	$10.4
	$0
	$10.4

	OTHER
	$0
	$0
	$0
	$0

	TOTAL
	$379.6
	$348.7
	$20.1
	$368.8


For more information, contact the NOAA Budget Office:  (202) 482-4600 – or – AskNOAABudget@noaa.gov  
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