[image: image1.wmf]What is requested?  The FY 2008 budget request for the NOAA Climate Goal totals $239.8M, reflecting a net increase of $13.3 M over the FY 2007 President’s Budget, which is a decrease of $10.8M from the FY 2006 enacted level.  The increase includes $5.0M to assess the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) variability in support of the draft Ocean Research Priorities Plan, $1.0M for research supercomputing, $0.3M for analysis of polar Unmanned Aircraft Systems data in support of the International Polar Year, and $0.9M to measure the effects of water vapor on climate change.  In addition, several increases address the effects of drought in response to the passage of the National Integrated Drought Information Systems Act including: (i) $2.1M for implementation of a U.S. Drought Portal; (ii) $1.1M to install Soil Moisture Sensors at existing U.S. Climate Reference Network (CRN) stations; and (iii) $1.1M to develop and transition research advances in drought monitoring and prediction into improved climate forecasts. This request also includes $1.1M for Tropical Atmosphere Ocean Array (TAO) technology refresh to replace obsolete components of this critical El Niño-Southern Oscillation climate observing system, and a decrease of $1.3M for the Global Climate Observing System.

What are the benefits?  Reducing climate-related uncertainties in policy and decision-making can be valued at more than $100 billion for the U.S. alone, and relatively small increases in accuracy can yield substantial benefits.  NOAA is building a suite of information, products and services, to enable society to respond to variable climate conditions.  These capabilities will enable NOAA to provide its customers with assessments of current and future impacts of regional to global climate events such as major droughts, floods, rapid climate change and long-term climate trends.  For example, products from the Drought Portal can be used for agricultural assessments, water resource management, and other decision-making processes.
Why do we need it?  Climate variability and change will increasingly present risks to people, property and resources, and challenge our ability to design and implement adaptive and mitigation strategies.  The Nation and the Globe are facing a warming trend in temperature that along with the associated changes in precipitation and sea-level rise will have a significant impact on the U.S. environment and economy.  For example, the Federal Emergency Management Agency estimated the annual direct losses to the U.S. due to drought were at $6-8 billion.  The program increases will provide information to better predict abrupt climate change, better understand the role of water vapor in global climate change, provide more accurate drought information, and therefore, better mitigate the effects of drought, and ensure the nation retains the ability to detect El Niño and La Niña events early.  
	Climate  FY 2008 Budget Request
($ in Millions)

	
	FY 06 Enacted
	FY07 Pres Budget
	Net Change
	FY08 Pres Budget

	ORF
	$241.7
	$219.5
	$13.3
	$232.8

	PAC
	$8.9
	$7.0
	$0.0
	$7.0

	OTHER
	$0.0
	$0.0
	$0.0
	$0.0

	TOTAL
	$250.6
	$226.5
	$13.3
	$239.8



What will we do?  NOAA will, (i) in cooperation with NASA and NSF, assess fluctuations of the AMOC, leading to new capabilities for monitoring and making predictions of AMOC changes; (ii) provide computational support for assessing abrupt climate change; (iii) analyze polar Unmanned Aircraft Systems data; (iv) measure water vapor and assess its role in affecting the impacts of greenhouse gases, aerosols and clouds on global climate change; (v) improve and increase the scope and applicability of drought forecasts; (vi) establish the U.S. Drought Portal to provide timely user-friendly Internet access to integrated information on drought conditions as part of a “drought early warning system”; (vii) install soil moisture and temperature sensors at existing U.S. CRN stations, consistent with the U.S. Global Earth Observations Near-Term Opportunity NIDIS implementation plan; and (viii) replace obsolete components for the 55 buoys in the TAO array over a six year period, beginning in 2008. 
For more information, contact the NOAA Budget Office:  (202) 482-4600 – or – AskNOAABudget@noaa.gov  
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