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 Global Earth Observation System of Systems
Through the National Science and Technology Council’s U.S. Group on Earth Observations (USGEO), NOAA and 16 other federal agencies are working toward a common goal to develop sustained and integrated Earth Observation Systems for the Nation and to ensure these systems are an integral part of a global system.  The USGEO has recently released plans for addressing three near-term opportunities identified in the Strategic Plan for the U.S. Integrated Earth Observations System (IEOS) to integrate the nation’s earth observations capabilities to address specific national and global needs. These plans address multiple areas, ranging from reducing loss of life and property due to disasters, to supporting sustainable agriculture, to improving public health.  The three near-term opportunities are: 1) Air Quality Assessment and Forecast System, 2) Improved Observations for Disaster Reduction, and 3) Improved Observations for a National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS).

The U.S. national strategy on earth observation systems is being developed in parallel to the international Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS). The intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations (GEO), made up of representatives from 66 countries, is working to integrate earth observing initiatives that are critical for achieving sustained global economic growth while ensuring a healthy environment. 

NOAA’s request continues to support the GEOSS initiative with program changes for the following areas:
· Improve Observations for Disaster Reduction ($1.7M).

· Improve Observations for a National Integrated Drought Information System ($4.4M).

· Enhance Integrated Ocean Observing System ($16.4M).

· Sustain U.S. support for the intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations ($0.5M)
Improve Observations for Disaster Reduction

[image: image4.jpg]


This initiative continues the Administration’s commitment to expand and strengthen the U.S. tsunami detection, warning and mitigation capabilities. It provides funding to complete the 39 station DART Network and incorporates the Tsunami Warnings and Earthquake Observations for Alaska (TWEAK) Program (+$1.7M).
For more information, contact the NOAA Budget Office:  (202) 482-4600 – or – AskNOAABudget@noaa.gov

Improve Observations for a National Integrated Drought Information System

This initiative will develop and transition research advances in drought monitoring and prediction into enhanced NOAA climate forecasts and products (+$1.1M).  In addition ,this initiative will: (1) establish the U.S. Drought Portal to provide user-friendly access to historical and real-time data and products from NIDIS partners, and (2) install soil moisture sensors at U.S. Climate Reference Network stations to support drought monitoring, preparedness, and response (+$3.3M).
Enhance Integrated Ocean Observing System 

This initiative will build an initial operating capability for the Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) through establishment of a data integration framework (+$2.5M).

It will support development of the regional component of IOOS, through competitive grants and contracts to regional partners to coordinate and integrate regional observing systems and to demonstrate the capability of the regions (+$11.5M).

It will improve and enhance the delivery of real-time navigation information by upgrading 45 priority National Water Level Observation Network (NWLON) stations with meteorological sensors (+$1.0M).

Finally, it will maintain the benefits of an initial $12.0M investment, which added oceanographic sensors to 98 existing weather buoys and coastal stations (+$1.4M).
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Sustain U.S. support for the intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations (GEO)
On behalf of the United States, NOAA seeks to ensure a full and open exchange of satellite data that support environmental monitoring and the protection of life and property.  Contributions to support centralized GEO activities and planning will enhance NOAA’s ability to ensure that the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) is designed and implemented to maximize United States access to and leverage of data to meet growing needs (+0.5M).
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